RICHARD HOUGH LI

the history of how it all came abowt







(% RICHARD HOUGH LTD - ESTABLISHED OVER 180 YEARS

HE HISTORY OF RICHARD HOUGH is an

integral part of the History and Development of

Bolton. The Industrial Revolution, over one hundred

and eighty years ago, changed the small market town
into a thriving textile and industrial centre and one which has
developed into the busy commercial town of today.

As the town of Bolton developed so did the business of Richard
Hough, an enterprising timber merchant, wheelwright and
coachbuilder, who had founded his business in the hub of the
town centre — the market place, Nelson Square. Asa timber
merchant he was able to develop, build and supply wooden bowls
with metal shafts to mangle and calender textiles made in the
town, (bowl originates from the ‘bole’ of a tree).

His trade developed still further with the advent of machine
made papers and mass produced textiles. The wooden bowls
needed to be improved to give the higher quality finishes
required and were replaced by cloth-wrapped metalbowls, from
which developed pressed cotton and paper bowls using the more
resilient materials that were by now available in Bolton.

Today Nelson Square exists as a small secluded park, an oasis of
shrubs and flowers and still the centre of the town. Richard
Hough Limited, the largest calender bowl manufacturer in the
United Kingdom, is based on the self-same site once occupied by
the original wheelwright. From the exact spot where his smithy
stood there now flourishes an electrical division supplying and
repairing electric motors and control gear.
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Four generations of
Houghs und three
generations of the
assocumted Bellis family
later, the business has
civersified and expanded
o other lowns and six
bearing and (ranamission
veittees Have been built to
service the United
Kingdom and oversess
puarkets,

1t is sad 1o relate that, 1o
spite of the dynmic star)
given to thi business by
the firs: Richard Hough, litke i known abowt him.
His son, Richard, succeeded him and became un
Alderman of the East Ward of Bolton.

An undared cutting rom i locsl newspaper ol the
time recorus that Richard Flough *has long been
favourably known in Lancashire inconnection with s
very important branch of mechanical industry” and
continues to comphment Richard Hough on “the
Nourishing concern which he has greatly developed
by s energetic methods and technical skall'. Like
father likeson!

In 1895 large invesunents were magde in machinery
and buildings. Additional hydrankic presses and
lathes were installed snd w new machine,
saidl 10 be the ‘most up-to-date’, was delivered from
the Argus Works m Shefheld. Ththn:mhﬂntrnd
brick offices wath the adioming Manager's house
reman today as the Company Head Office.

A this stage, 'wo Bellis brothers jomed Richard
Hough. snmmlmammnuiwmﬂdanwmd
Harry, always referred 1o as ‘our Mr Bellis"in all
the correspondence of Vhe time, becime Chief
Salesiman,
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The YEARS --

HESE TWO MEN were the Grandfather
and Grear Unile of the present Managmg
Dhrectorand when in 1902 the Company
became ‘Limmted’, Semue]l and Harry were
appointed Directors. Their names, along with other
emplovess. cu be seen on 4 muagnificently
illuminated address complmenting the third Richurd

Hough on the occaston of his forty second birthday in
1906, "We the undersigned’, the message runs,
*herewith desire to recond our appreciation of your
generosiry us our employer’.

Crenerouns for those days, no doubil. T'o modern cyes
the weekly wage bill locks pitiful amd the hours
worked exiremely larg. The brass-bound wage bivik
for 1912 showes that the total weekly wiages tor the

severieen imen employed m the wocks cume 1o
£26.4s.6d for anaverage of fifty two hours worked,
with as much as seventy two hours recorded.

After the First World War the inn wasjoined by Jack
Hough, the List of has furmily 1o be associated waith the
business and 4 little later by the two sons of Samuel
Belliy, Samuel and Normas, They had completed
their engineering trining elsewhere and m 1933, afier
their futher's death, bought campleve control of the
Comypany from the Hough family.

Six years later the war camé and Richard Hough
turned o munition making and boring gun barrels, It
wasduring (st iy 1942 that Ropald Bellis, (e
present Managing Directior, son of Samuel Bellis,
joined the Company
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I'TH THE WAR OVER, the firm

eetwrnitd to bow] imakang and thie Hisl

vears af peace saw the bepmning of The

Company < diversification . i 1 %46.an
armaivire and statir winding clectnd molar division
was formed. This has been expanded and developed
DA mOdern ServVICINE Orgamsanon .dealing with
repairs, mainicnance work and the sale of new electric
motors and switch gear.

A funher expansion followed the formation of the
clecrrical division. Bearings were regpuired for the
elecmmical vepairs ond althoogh these were difficuli fo
ubtain, Richard Hough managed to buy two hundred
poumids worth of stock: for thear vwn Wse.
Unintentionally they had taken their first Steps mio
theworld of bearimg disributon: Bearings beng in
short supply, theircostomers had great difliculty m
obtuming supplics for themselves and pressed 1o buy
from Richard Hough. And so it continued mformally
until 1950 when the first bearing depot was opened in
Nelson Square

From this modest beginning the bearitig bisiness
grew rapicly, 1 1970 the decision was maue (o
uperite purpose-bullt modem deépors and to expanid
Now thiere are six Bearing Centres — Bolion,
Blackburm. Dewsbury, Stockion-on-Tees: Liverpool
aiyd Rotherham serving the Tnired Kingdom and
overseas nuirkers, specially designed 1o be full
LrANSIMISSION SErvice uits.

With the contraction of both the exule and paper
industry o hoime markers, the Company has had to
seek wider outlets.

Today more than 50% of the Com s bowl
production and large quantities of beanings are
exparted throughout the world.
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L THOUGH THE PACE OF CHANGE and expansion his
accelerated with the present generation, Richard Hough
remains very much # family firn, directed by Ronald Bellis
and his brother-in-law James Ashion, who joined him in 1956.

Still remembered gre the diys when the bowls were trunsported by
horseand cart and liter steam wagon, The carter windld be given 6d tor
# ‘pieand a pint” 41 the local public house, Nowadays articulated lorries
manoeuyre through the same gates. Hough bowls have kepl lEm_ with
these changes. Constant research and development ensures that, as i
the days of the founder, thelr bowls remain in the forefront.

Richard Hough have retained many of their original customets fur
over 180 years. As recently 4s 1983 the Company bought Middleton
Bowl manufacturing division, which was transferved and meorporared
into the Hough bowl-making section.

Richarid Hough emtered the age of the computer some 10 years ago and
are currently mvesting in further computerisation (o maintain both the
efficienicy and expansion of production and distribution. To Richard
Hough bunlding for the future is 43 imporant today ax it was when the
‘enterprising tmber merchant” started § all, over 180 vedrs ago.
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Richard Hough Limited RHL

calender roll technology

Richard Hough Ltd, Mill Hill Street, Mill Hill, Bolton, Lancashire, England, BL2 2AB
+44 (0)1204 526 562 sales@richardhough.co.uk www.richardhough.co.uk



